The German Propaganda in the United States

equivalent   was    remitted   to   Germany   through   the   bank,
regardless of the changes in the exchange.
Dr. Dernburg, in organizing the Press Bureau, availed himself
of the assistance he found in New York.    The suggestion, widely
current in America and repeated by a member of the American
Secret Service   before the Senatorial   inquiry, that this Press
Bureau had formed, as it were, a part of the German mobiliza-
tion, and that, therefore, the most skilled propaganda experts
from Europe and the Far East had been gathered together in
New York in order that, after a preliminary run there, they might
be let loose on the American world, is a ridiculous invention.
Just as Dr. Dernburg himself became a propagandist without
any premeditation, so it was also the case with his colleagues.
At first his only assistants were the New York Press Agent of
the Hamburg-Amerika line, Hcrr M. B* Claussen, and after the
entry of Japan into the war a Government official from that
country who was unable to continue his journey to Germany>
because the passport across the Atlantic granted him through
the instrumentality of the State Department was rejected by
the  British  authorities.    This official.   Dr.  Alexander  Fuehr,
the interpreter   of the Consulate-General in Yokohama, who
had great experience in Press matters and possessed an intimate
knowledge of American affairs, assisted by quite a small staff
of assistants engaged in New York, issued the daily bulletins
of the " German Information Service/' which appeared for a
year and consisted of translations of the substance of the German
newspapers, comments on daily events and occasional interviews
with people who had   returned   from   Europe.   It was Herr
Claussen's duty to circulate the bulletins, the arrival of which
was in no way kept secret> among the American Press, and to
see to it that they .should be reproduced as fully as possible,
which was done, especially in the provincial Press.
Later, when the propaganda movement had developed to the
extent of publishing and circulating leaflets, brochures and
longer pamphlets, Dr. Dernburg decided to employ in the Press
Bureau a well-known American gublic&t in the person of Mr.
William Bayard Hale, who had already done good work, by
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